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News and Updates

Our Mission...

Impact Ministries is grateful to have p ™™

Scott and Julie McLaren (smclaren@
impactminusa.org and jmclaren@
impactminusa.org) join the Impact
Ministries USA team! They first came to
Guatemala in 2006 as team leaders and

have had a heart for Impact Ministries ever
since. They have led several teams and have
volunteered in a variety of capacities including
serving as guest house hosts at different
times. All of those opportunities gave them a
fuller understanding of the ministry. They are
transitioning into the role of Impact Ministries
USA Operations Managers.

<4 Impact Ministries is pleased to
announce that Mel Jackson (mjackson@
impactminusa.org) will be assuming
the role of Impact Ministries US Teams
Coordinator. Mel and her husband have
been involved with Impact Ministries for
seven years and Mel is in training for this
vital role. If you have led a short-term

the next months.

Did you know? We currently have p
over 80 children waiting for a sponsor like
you. And, thanks to many hours volunteered

by Dave Peters, we now have an online
sponsorsoft system that allows you to select
your own sponsor child! Browse available
sponsor children (or write your sponsor child)
at impact.sponsorsoft.ca.

<4 We have been making great progress on
the Chamché rebuild campaign, and are
so close to completing Phase 1, which has

org/rebuild. Watch for the Build a Brighter
Future Campaign before Christmas, which
will kick off our Phase 2 fundraising.

Thanks to everyone who joined us in p
Guatemala this year! We sent seven teams
including the BT McAllen Team, Snell/Ericson
Med/Dent Team, Dayton UMC Team, Dewitt
Medical Team, Solomon’s Porch Team,
Brandenburg Medical Team, Harvest Bible
Chapel Team. We also had four field workers
help with teaching English, translating
for teams, and helping to develop a child
safeguarding policy for the Vida Schools.

201809 IMUSA News.indd 1-2

mission team or a medical/dental team, you
can expect Mel to be in touch with you over

come in under budget! See impactminusa.

Serving in Guatemala
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To train Guatemalans for leadership by teaching Biblical
principles in such a way that they become integrated in
their lives and effect spiritual change in their society, and
to impact North American Christians for world missions.
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Growing Godly Leaders

Ten years ago, a dozen students graduated from Grade 10 at Vida Chamché. Twenty-
three different children had been part of this class over the years - some just for a year or two,
some for longer. In Guatemala, sometimes economics or family dynamics or simply life gets in
the way of an education.

But all were impacted by their time at Vida Chamché. Twelve graduated and four continued
on to teacher’s training — then came back to teach at our Vida Schools. Now, they're growing
the next generation of godly leaders.

A (left to right): Maynor Cahuec, Sergio Buc, David Balam Chitay, Elmer Pood.

Sergio Buc teaches Grade 7 at Vida Chamché. Elmer Poou started the 2018 year as the
principal of our newest school, Agua de Vida Chijulha. Maynor Cahuec teaches Grade 2
at Vida Chamché. David Balam Chitay is the principal of Vida Purulha. David also serves in
the Rio de Vida Church in Purulhd, and Elmer and Maynor serve in the Rio de Vida Church
in Mocohan.

Here are their stories:

Why did your parents decide to send you to school here?

Sergio: To give me the opportunity that they never had. My father only had school up to
grade 4, and my mother was never given the chance to attend school.

Elmer: At that time, my parents still had not been able to attend school (my mom is still going
to school right now). With great effort, they enrolled me and supported me in everything
they could.

Maynor: My parents signed me up because they had been Christians since they were young.

David: | came to this school because | was one of the most disobedient kids in the school that
| was attending, and the principal didn’t allow me to go back! Then my parents heard about
the opportunity to get into the Beerseba school (which is called Vida Chamché today), so my
parents decided to register me.

(continued on following page)

A This past February, our church
sent a group of nine to Guatemala
to work with Impact Ministries. This
was the 3rd year our church had sent
a group, but the first time | had an
opportunity to go. | was excited to
go and visit the schools and get to
know the children.

When we arrived at the schools the
children were so excited to see us.
The formed lines and greeted us
like royalty. And even though that
was a great site, it did not compare
to watching them worship the Lord.
WOW! WOW! WOW!, | took so much
video to bring home to my kids and
show them how worship from the
heart looks like. | decided that for
our mission project this upcoming
school year, my class would sponsor
a class. It has been a blessing to have
my students raise money for their
mission project. We are going to be
collecting supplies for them and I will
be returning February 2019.

I would challenge all teachers to
find a way to connect with Impact
Ministries USA and have your class
sponsor a class in Guatemala. It is
not much for most of us, but it is a
huge blessing to them!

Lydia Medina, Teacher/Administrator
Alamo, Texas
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(continued from previous page) David: | came to start Grade 6. | didn't like
it here too much. | remember the first day
was very different, the other children had

their eyes closed and hands lifted, and

When did you start attending
school here?

Sergio: | was seven years old, in the they were praying and singing, and some
second grade. It was difficult because | of them were on their knees. So that was
could only speak the Pogomchi’ language. completely new to me, and everything

felt very strange.
Elmer: When | was seven years old. elt very strange

What did you learn at school that

Maynor: | was eleven years old, in sixth R
made you into the leader that you

grade. In the previous four years | had

been studying in a private school, but it are today?

wasn't a Christian school. | was in third Sergio: The way the ministry teaches is
grade when my parents started to work very encouraging. We begin our days with
on signing me up for this school, but there  devotionals and we are taught to see God
was no space. Suddenly, someone pulled in everything: in our lives and our studies.
out their children and there was space for We start and end our days always looking
my siblings and me. to the Lord. | remember they taught us

the same basic truth all the way from
elementary to graduation. The truth that
God is love, God is in all things, we need
to praise the Lord, and look to Him in all
things, in every subject - mathematics,
science, social studies - in all academics;
and if we look to the Lord, everything will
be fine.

Elmer: While | attended school, the Lord
was forming me not only academically,
but also spiritually. He was molding me,
changing the many weaknesses in my
heart and in my life. | think that from the
beginning it was a great blessing to be in

“...1 began to understand that

God loves me, and He loves a school where we were taught not only
me through these kinds of science and mathematics, but also about
situations.” ~ Maynor the Lord and the Bible.

Why did you decide to support your class?

We sponsor classes because we desire that these children grow up to be passionate
about loving and serving Jesus. ~ Kristen

| have to admit, we supported a class because at the time, there wasn't a child
available to sponsor. But it was so much fun to play with them and pray with them
when we were there this spring. ~ Michele

During this last short-term mission trip, one of the youth was so touched by the
children that during the debriefing he asked us to join with him and to sponsor a
class! So six of us decided on the spot to sponsor a class. It's so great to see the youth
stepping forward! ~ James

Our daughter, Sarah, has decided to sponsor a class with Impact as a way to open the
eyes of her Grade 4 students to an effective example of Christ-centered education
for students in another part the world. ~ Susan
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“l want to help other ‘Davids’
who are living in the same
situation that | was, and change
many generations.” ~ David

David: | remember the school principal
always came with encouraging words,
and he would tell us, “Seek the Lord.

He has good plans for you.” | got each
one of those words and the Bible verses
and made them mine and applied them
to myself.

How did you learn that God
loves you?

Sergio: | remember it very well: | was in

a devotional meeting with all the other
students. They were talking about God:
that God is love, that God does great
things, that God does miracles, and that
He has a plan for each of our lives. We
began to sing songs of praise to the Lord,
and | felt that the Lord was calling me to
a greater purpose, that He was preparing
me for something...to find Him and serve
Him with all my heart.

Elmer: Through Christian teachers who
taught us to sing, to raise our hands, and
to kneel before the Lord, | learned about
the Lord’s great love, so | am very grateful
to the teachers.

Maynor: One of the memories that comes
to mind was on that first day. | had to

be disciplined. After the devotional had
finished, the teacher said we could take
our seats. | moved my friend’s chair, so he
fell on the floor when he tried to sit down.
I was disciplined for that. But through this
experience, | began to understand that
God loves me, and He loves me through
these kinds of situations.

David: Through devotionals, | started to
know the Lord, and during my second
year at the school, at a spiritual retreat in
another town, | accepted the Lord as my
Lord. I was so happy that morning! | never
knew about the Lord before going to the
school. My family never knew about the
Lord. I was the first in my family to come
to the Lord.

What do you love about the
working with students?
Sergio: God has taught me a lot through

my students. | have seen lives that have
been healed, changed and restored.

S

“That is my prayer and hope for

my students, that they would not

only excel in their studies,
but also learn about the
love of God.” ~ Sergio

0 Support a class for $50/month 0 Support

Please make checks payable to Impact Ministries USA.
Name:

Company (if applicable):

Address:
City: State:
Phone: Email:

In the event gifts exceed program requirements, or a program is discontinued, funds are used where they are most need-
ed. Impact Ministries USA is recognized as a non-profit organization by the IRS under IRS Code: Section 501(c)(3); Tax ID
#80-0678702. Consistent with IRS guidelines, Impact Ministries USA affirms that goods or services of only insignificant
value have been provided to you, and that tax receipts are issued annually postmarked by January 31.

A copy of the latest financial report, registration filed by this organization, and a full and fair description of our programs
and activities may be obtained by contacting us at: PO Box 550, Duvall, WA 98019-0550; 617-855-5259. Impact Ministries
USA was formed in WA in the year 2010. The organization has a religious exemption in the following states: AL, CA, GA, KS,
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Elmer: | love being able to
share God's love with the
children, to instruct them, to
guide them, and to let them
know that they need the
Lord. They come with many
problems, come with many
needs, just as | did when |
first came to school.

David: | enjoy talking with
the teachers, parents and
students. Teachers and
principals talked to me “Through Christian teachers who taught
when | was a student and us to sing, to raise our hands, to kneel
encouraged me to change. before the Lord, | learned about the

They also helped my family , )
come to know the Lord. | want Lord’s great love.” ~ Elmer

to do the same as my teachers

did for me. David: | want to help other “Davids”
who are living in the same situation that
I was and change many generations.

| can tell you that my generation has

What do you dream for the
children in your care?

Sergio: To see them do well in their changed now. | want all my students to be
academics and also in their relationship a new generation.

with God. That is my prayer and hope for Nz

my students, that they would not only

excel in their studies, but also learn about Will you come alongside leaders like Sergio,
the love of God. Elmer, Maynor and David as they grow

the next generation of godly leaders?
Who knows what God has planned for the
children in the class you support.

Elmer: My goals are that my students
continue to grow, that they can continue
to learn from God...this is one of the
purposes that | have in my heart, to teach Support a class at

them to love the Lord always. www.impactminusa.org/growleaders.

classes for $ /month

You can also share a heartfelt message with the

kids in your class. We hope you will write a note
and be part of their Vida School experience.

Postal Code:

KY, LA, ME, MA, OK, OR, RI. If you are a resident of one of the following states, you may obtain financial information directly
from the state agency as well as on our website: CO, FL, IL, MI, MN, NY, OH, PA, TN, VA, or through WA State Secretary of www.impactminusa.org/growleaders

State at 1-800-332-4483 or http://www.sos.wa.gov/charities/
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